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was for you I came here. I wanted to see you myself and find
from you whether my mother is still in the palace or whet
she has married again and Odysseus' bed is hung with cobw
for lack of occupants/
'Of course she's still at home/ said the excellent swinehe
'She has schooled her heart to patience, though her eyes ;
never free from tears as the slow nights and days pass sorro'
fully by/
As he spoke he relieved his visitor of his bronze spear, ai
Telemachus crossed the stone threshold into the house. At 1
entrance, Odysseus his father rose to give him his seat. But Tel
machus from the other side of the room checked him with
gesture and said: 'Keep your seat, sir. I am sure that in our ow
farmhouse we can find a seat elsewhere; and here is someone t
provide it/
So Odysseus resumed his chair, while the swineherd made
pile of green brushwood for his son, with a fleece spread on top
and there Telemachus sat down. Eumaeus then put beside then
platters of roast meat that had been left over from their meal or
the previous day, and with eager hospitality piled baskets higl:
with bread and mixed them some sweet wine in an ivy-wood
bowl. This done, he himself sat down opposite King Odysseus,
and they fell to on the good fare before them. When they had
satisfied their hunger and thirst, Telemachus turned to the
worthy swineherd and said: 'Uncle, where does this guest of
yours hail from? I am quite sure he didn't walk to Ithaca. Some
ship's crew must have brought him here. How did it happen
and who may they have been?'
'My child/ Eumaeus replied, 'you shall have nothing but the
truth from me. He claims to be a native of the large island of
Crete and says he has tramped as an outcast through half the
towns in the world, for that seems the kind of life that heaven
has let him in for. But quite recently he managed to escape from
a Thesprotian ship and came to my homestead here. I propose
to make him over to you, to deal with as you like, for he has
decided to throw himself on your mercy/

